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THE KACHINS have no acknowledged chief; each headman
governs his own village.

The Kachin dwellings are long low thatched huts, each often
containing a family of three generations, some twenty or more
people.

In religion the Kachins worship nats or spirits, of whom the
number is endless, for anyone may become a nat after his death.
As a rule the nats are considered malignant, and are not, therefore,
worshipped as long as everything goes smoothly.

Of war proper the Kachins have no notion ; their hostilities

are mere desultory raids. Against British
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troops they have generally fought behind

stockades, and though as a race they cannot be called courageous,
they have often held their ground with great determination.

Their stockades are, as a rule, made of split bamboos woven into
a kind of trellis work, with sharpened points on the outside ; while
the ground in front is studded with pangyis or spikes. These
pangyis are bamboos sharpened to a triangular point, and placed
in the ground in such a way that they are extremely hard to see.
They will go through a boot as easily as through cloth, and the
natural oil of the bamboo adds irritation to the wound.

Sometimes more complicated defences, including earthworks,
have been made by the Kachins ; and a line of retreat is always
provided for, generally down a steep ravine into thick jungle.

Pitfalls are often used. They are two or three feet wide, six
feet long and about three feet deep, studded with pangyis, and
neatly covered over. Another defensive measure is to destroy
the hill path, so as to make the passage of animals or coolies
impossible.

The spot chosen for the defence of a village or road is usually
in thick jungle, the favourite place being in a ravine with steep
sides ; trees are cut down to block the road for the attacking
force, and on this spot the Kachins have their guns ready laid. The
jungle or ravine is densely spiked, and beyond the fallen trees is
the stockade or, perhaps, a series of stockades ; and, in the
latter case, as fast as the enemy are driven out of one stockade
they retire into the one behind. The Kachins, however, rarely
protect their flanks, so a frontal attack should never be undertaken